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[ Amendment,

erters wothﬂ on pr oJcCts that mlght offend the 4
government have been warned to be wary of having Harper|

& Row as a publisher. The- warmncr has-been: gwen hv thn
prcoent raanagement of Lhat ‘very publishing house.*

Alfred W, McCoy; a Ph D. can-
didate in Southeast Asian history
at Yale, spent 18- months inves-
tigating narcotics.-operations: in
Southest Asia. The resultant book,
commissioned by Harper & Row,

" |had been thoroughly examined by

attorneys for the- publishing
house. But then, the-CIA asked
Harper & Row for permission (o
review McCoy's book, ““The Poli-
tics of Heroin: in wut 1e>t Asia.’.’.
prior to publication. -

-*Despite the lessons of the battle
to publish the Pentagon Papers,

" |despite the continuing travail of.
IBcacon Press (publishers of the

Gravel -edition of the- Pentag,{oh
Papers), despite'the  First
Hamer &
acceded to the CIA'S request!- «

“Row: |

'{/ _| -Seymour Hersli; the most valu- |

able addition to the Times-Wash-
ington bureau in my memory, dug:
out ‘the story as part of ‘a con--
tinuing -investigative ~account of
the increasing quantity. of heroin
coming - into- Zthis- country from

Southeast:Asia. As Hersh pomtg/‘

out (Times, July 22}, the CIA'

interest in Alfred MeCoy’s book is-
due to"McCoy’s allegations "that
‘‘both CIA and State Dcpm tment-
officials- have" ‘provided- po]xtxcal
and::‘military-. support .>for

-America’s Indochinese -allies ac:
tively engaged in the drug-traffic;

have consciously. covered-up evi--

dence -of such involvement;- and
Dave been actively involved them-: [
selves.in the narcoties trade.” - &
The.-CIAy understandably~ e,.{-
‘acerbated-1}1

- the.xmore 'so
beeause Mr: McCoy has been tes--

tnyn*g before Congressional com-
nittees—put pressure on Harper
- Row: The-  CIA 7did . not,
eriously-to claim that national
security is. involved. The agency
mpugns the accuracy of the book
nd .wanted~ to- see-’it belore
publication in-ar attempt to per-
uade - the = pu.)hsher ‘to ~make
‘corrections™ ‘=0 the CIA™ and
ther American agencies won't
ook so bad: (The IFirst Amend-
ent stands even if the CIA had
nsisted ¥ that national ~security
night- have been. breached,” but.
larper:& Row yielded on'a much
ofter point. Thal’s what is so ap-’
pallingly- surprising-after- all- we
averfearned:from: the Nixcn. ad-
inistration concerning its inten-|
lions - with- rogmd lo: Lh(“ lur.at_
: \mendmont) et R
“Seyrnour- Horﬁh' quote% B;.’
rooks “Thomas, : “vice-president’
nd general-counsel of Harper &
Pow,.as having no: doubts about’
he book: (*“We've had it reviewed
y ‘others:and we' re persuaded
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Tkhat _ the iwork: is amply docu-|

[ mented and scholdﬂy )" None-
| fthetess; - Mr. Thomas: “adds:.
e We're'; ta}qn? -a " responsible

1ddlcpos1t10n ‘Ijust believe that
‘the CIA should have the cmuxce to

¥ According:to Tersh, ) he book s:
: uthm ‘Alfred MeCoy, was given
he cholce of “agreeing with Mr.
qThomas’ S~=“re9ponsxble - middle
Pposition" or-not having his book
[published by Harper & Row.. " -
- Brooks: Thomas tells me that’s

: 1ot accurale. An either/or. situa-

ion, he says, did not develop.. =~ ;
:.“If McCoy had refused o allow

-fhe-page proofs to-be seen by the

]

A prior to-publication I asked
omas;: Hwould - you.. have pubv
ished the book?”

| ““I"don’t know what we wou]d
_have:-done,”* Tbomas ‘answered:

J“In= any -case, “we- persuaded
‘McCoy to let the CIA seeit.” (My

‘{-fnformation is that Harper & Row

ould not have published the book

1 §e- Mc(‘oy bad . resvsted prxor

Jiewing by the CIAD) -

A"T-I am: sorry - that. Mr MéCoy

‘hllowed himself to be persuaded.
t “first,.- Hersh -writes, McCoy
efused to go along, but “chanqed
is mind durmg protracted nego-
iations.”-: - - D
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